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1 . THE CREDEINTALS COMMITTEE OF THE LAW OF WAR 
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CONFERENCE HELD ITS FIRST MEETING OF THE 1975 SESSION 
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FEBRUARY 12 UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF AMB. SANSON- 
ROMAN OF NICARAGUA. DUE IN PART TO HIS SKILLFUL 
HANDLING, THE MEETING WENT SMOOTHLY. ANTICIPATED 
CONTROVERSIES OVER RVN CREDENTIALS AND THE CREDENTIALS 
OF SOME RVN SUPPORTERS DID NOT MATERIALIZE, BUT 
RESERVAION WERE MADE EOR THE RECORD. 

2. SANSON-ROMAN NOTED THAT EIGHT STATES HAD NOT 
DESIGNED DEL HEADS AND THEREFORE COUND NOT BE REGARDED 
AS HAVING VALID CREDENTIALS. THSE STATES WERE ALL 
ABSENT FOR LAST WEEK'S VITING ON THE PRG ISSUE BUT 

HAD NEVER ANNOUNCED NON-PARTICIPATION IN THE SESSION. 
THE ARE: BOTSWANA,BURUNDI, CAMEROO, GUINEA-BISSAU, 
KENYA, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OP YEMEN, TANZANIA, ZAMBIA. 

3. SANSON-ROMAN ALSO STATED THAT THE CREDENTIALS 
OF EIGHTEEN OTHER STATES WERE NOT IN PROPER ORDER. 
HOSEVER, RECALLING THAT THE CZECH DELEGATE HAD 
QUSTIONED THE CREDENTIALS OF GAMBIA IN PLENARY 
FEBRUARY 5 (GENEVA 726 NOTAL, HE ANNOUNCED THAT 
GAMBIA'S CREDENTIALS WERE NOW IN GOOD ORDER. HE 
SUGGESTED THAT ALL COUNTRIES HAVING A CREDENTIALS 
PROBLEM BE GIVEN PURTHER TIME TO REGULARIZE THEIR 
STATUS, AND THAT THE COMMITTEE SHOULD MEET 
WITHIN TWO WEEKS TO REVEIW THE MATTER. THIS WAS 
ACCEPTED BY CONSESSUS. ALL THE COUNTRIES INVOLVED 
HAVE BEEN OFFICIALLY INFORMED OP THEIR DEFICIENCIES. 

4. THE CHAIRMAN READ A LETTER HAD HAD RECEIVED 

FROM A REP OP THE IRAQI KURDISTAN MOVEMENT REQUESTING 
OBSERVER STATUS IN THE CONPERENCE. APTER BRIEF 
DISCUSSION, A CONSENSUS WAS REACHED ACCEPTING A 
US OPINION THAT THIS WAS AN INVITATION PROBLE, 

NOT A CREDENTIALS PROBLEM. SANSON-ROMAN WILL SEND 
THE LETTER TO THE SECGEN OF THE CONFERENCE FOR STUDY. 
(NOTE: IRAQ,THOUGH A MEMBER OP THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITEE, WAS NOT PRESENT AT THIS MEETING). 

5. SEVERAL DELS REPEATED POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
RESERVATIONS FROM LAST YEAR ABOUT THE "CREDENTIALS" 
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OF SOME PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES, DESPITE THE OB- 
SERVATIONS OF THE US, THAILAND, AND AUSTRALIA THAT THIS 
IS NOT THE PROPER CONCERN OF THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE. THSE RESERVATIONS WERE LOW-KEY AND CLEARLY 
FOR THE RECORD ONLY. CZECHOSLOVAKIA, MADAGASCAR, AND 
SENEGAL PROTESTED THE CREDENTIALS OP THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM. MADAGASCARAND SENEGAL CRITICIZED THOSE 
OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC. MAMAGASCAR WITHDREW A 
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PREVIOUS RESERVATION ABOUT PORTUGAL, AND SENEGAL TOOK 
"DUE ACCOUNT" OF THE CHANGES IN THAT COUNTRY. 

MADAGASCAR AND SELEGAL EOUND IT NECESSARY TO DECLARE 
THAT RESERVATIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA WERE 
''SUPERELUOUS’'BECAUSE THAT COUNTRY IS ABSENT THIS YEAR. 

6. SECOND SESSION OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE WILL 
BE HELD IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS.DALE 
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